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BEEKEEPING TRAINING
COLLEGE OF WA




41 Eagle Drive, Jandakot, Western Australia 6164

Tel: (08) 94170012   Fax: (08) 94170040

info@beekeepingcollege.com.au


CERTIFICATE III IN BEEKEEPING: AHC31818
The Certificate III in Beekeeping is a nationally recognised qualification. The current training package was introduced in December 2018, with a further amendment released in December 2020.
Course dates will remain every fortnight, with an extra morning scheduled for a Wednesday. (Grafted queens need to be introduced to the hive 10 days after grafting, which means we need to graft on a Wednesday). If you are unable to make this meeting, this work will be undertaken by the lecturer.
The weather can (and does) affect course schedules. For this reason, the course start dates have been brought forward two months, with the grafting Unit of Competency completed as soon as candidates have built their hive. This will allow candidates more time to study their hive developing into a full, honey producing hive by the time the course ends. Hopefully, candidates will be able to take home a two-super hive by the end of the course.

Course schedule:
The course will be run from 9.00am to 4.00 pm every second Saturday, commencing in late July/early August. This enables candidates to observe the hive during the important seasons of Spring and Summer.
The course is based on a ‘normal’ beekeeping season. If there are significant climatic deviations, the course will be amended to ensure candidates cover all units in the best possible conditions.
Venue:
Bees Neez Apiaries (285 Leyland Cl, Beechina – just past Sawyers Valley town)
Cost:
$2,850 per candidate. $1,425 paid two weeks before the commencement of the course, $1,425 paid before the 4th lecture date.
Includes:
8 full day lectures, one additional morning activity, notes, assessment material, a hive with bees, gloves, branding iron, loan bee suit.
Catering:
A light lunch, tea and coffee are included in the course cost. 

Biosecurity:
When working on hives, learners will use their loan bee suit (only to be used during the course) and gloves that are provided in the course cost. Smokers and hive tools will be available. If a candidate has a new, or clean bee suit that will only be used during the course, they can use the suit.
Units of competency: The Certificate III in Beekeeping comprises 18 Units of Competency, 13 core units and 5 elective units. (see over). Due to the small course size (maximum of 15 candidates), it is not economically practical to deliver a range of elective courses.
The 2021 course saw an additional elective unit being delivered: AHCPCM204 Recognise Plants. This was very popular and it is planned to incorporate this unit as a bonus for future courses.
Prior skills:
No prior knowledge or skills are required, although previous experience would be an advantage.

Recognition of Prior Learning is available for candidates that have completed any of the units, including elective units that are not covered in the course. 
Assessment:
All training is competency based. Candidates will be required to demonstrate the required knowledge and competency in each Unit of Competency to receive the Certificate.
Enrolment:
Each course is restricted to a maximum of 15 candidates. Candidates wanting to enroll on the course should complete the attached enrolment form. Unfortunately, no guarantee can be given that your application will be successful.
Promotion:
During the course, photographs will be taken of candidates. These photographs will be included in the candidate’s portfolio of evidence, a closed Facebook group for the class, and on a website that will shortly be launched. If you do not want your photograph to be used on the website, please could you inform the lecturer at the start of training.
CORE UNITS

	AHCBEK203
	Open and reassemble a beehive

	AHCBEK205
	Prepare and use a bee smoker

	AHCBEK206
	Assemble and maintain beekeeping components

	AHCBEK301
	Manage honey bee swarms

	AHCBEK302
	Manipulate honey bee brood

	AHCBEK303
	Re-queen a honey colony

	AHCBEK304
	Remove a honey crop from a hive

	AHCBEK311 
	Transport bees by road to new apiary site

	AHCBEK312
	Extract honey

	AHCBEK313
	Manage pests and disease within a honey bee colony

	AHCBEK405
	Select and establish an apiary site

	AHCWHS301
	Contribute to work health and safety processes

	AHCWRK306
	Comply with industry quality assurance requirements


ELECTIVE UNITS (5 REQUIRED)

	AHCBEK307
	Collect and store propolis *

	AHCBEK308
	Produce and harvest royal jelly

	AHCBEK309
	Trap and store pollen *

	AHCBEK310
	Process raw wax into moulds *

	AHCBEK408
	Provide bee pollination services *

	AHCBEK402
	Perform queen bee artificial insemination

	AHCBEK409
	Rear queen bees *

	AHCBIO305
	Apply biosecurity measures

	AHCBUS402
	Cost a project

	AHCLSK322
	Transport farm produce or bulk materials

	AHCMOM213
	Operate and maintain chainsaws

	AHCPCM204
	Recognise plants **

	AHCWRK303
	Respond to emergencies

	AHCWRK305
	Coordinate work site activities

	AHCWRK308
	Handle bulk materials in storage area

	BSBMKG414
	Undertake marketing activities

	FBPFSY2001
	Implement the food safety program and procedures

	FBPFSY3002
	Participate in a HACCP team

	FBPGPS2011
	Operate a creamed honey manufacture process

	FBPOPR2023
	Operate a packaging process

	FBPOPR2066
	Apply sampling procedures

	HLTAID003
	Provide first aid

	TLILIC0003
	Licence to operate a forklift truck


· Elective course delivered                    ** Bonus elective unit delivered

The course delivered by the College will cover the five elective units marked*. Candidates that have already passed any of the other units, or would like to pass one of the units (eg: operate a forklift truck), will receive a credit for the unit.
Course outline:

All lectures will be held at Bees Neez Apiaries. 

Candidates will be loaned a bee suit for the duration of the course (or use their own bee suit which can only be used at Bees Neez Apiaries for the duration of the course). This suit is only to be used during the course lectures, and may not be used at any other time. Candidates will be expected to make sure that their suit is maintained in a clean state at all times.

Candidates will be required to construct a hive with frames (wax and plastic foundation), a base and a lid. Candidates will conduct a hive split with a commercial hive and introduce a queen cell into their hive. This hive will be used at subsequent lectures to observe the development of a hive from infancy to full production. At the end of the course, this active hive will become the property of the candidate.

Throughout the course, candidates will be required to complete written assessments that form part of their portfolio of evidence. 

All candidates will need to be registered with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (registration form attached), and have a hive brand. All hives will be branded in accordance with branding legislation. 
Strict biosecurity measures will be enforced at all times!

Absence from lectures:

Where possible, the lecturer will assist candidates to make up the course material if they are unable to attend a particular lecture. However, the lecturer reserves the right to charge a nominal fee for this service.
Enquiries:
David Currey [9417 0012], dcurrey@beekeepingcollege.com.au           
Manageering Pty. Ltd. trading as Beekeeping Training College of WA
ACN 056966397 ABN 99 056966397
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